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THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA ,  et  al. 

-  AGAINST  - 
ARAZI ,  SADAO,  et  al* 


AFFIDAVIT 


^AKA.IATSU,  Tadakazu,  do  ewoar  on  my  conoeience  that  the 
following  is  true: 

-  . .  Decemher  8,  1941  I  wae  the  head  of  the  Genoral  Affairs 

194a1  wh°f  The  Gen0rel  Steff*  1  continued  as  such  until  December, 
Sfo?;  l  "*!* aPPylnfced  head  of  the  Third  Section  of  the  General 
aff,  the  functions  of  which  wero  transportation  end  communications 
tS«  f8  BUcl\  mtil  October,  1943.  During  the  summer  of  1942 

the  decision  to  constxuct  the  3uraa-Siam  Railroad  was  made  by  the 
mperial  General  Headquarters  in  response  to  a  request  from  the 

railroad  S»\o  Were1thfee  ■TJU^0000  f‘r  the  construction  of  this 
railroad,  UJ  to  have  overland  communication  between  Stem  and  Burma 

6  8  n!T?ary  GUPnl-v  llne  for  the?  Japanese  armies  oper- 

the  »iteB^?’>,and  3  exploitation  of  tungsten  deposits  al?ng 
the  route,  which  were  needed  in  munitions  manufacture. 

verv  difflmi?tQrlr4.^nd  Rlr  attackB  hp'4  Efldo  weter  communication 
tweL  sf  ^  l**  th6rn  Were  n°  °thpr  meanB  of  communication  be- 
In  Tke  declBlon  t0  ««8  prisoner  of  war  labor 

ill0^  made  b*v  the  Chief  of  Staff,  8UGIYAMA;  the 
iniBter  of  Aar,  TOJO;  and  the  Vice-Minister  of  »Vr  E1MUBA,  (the 

i“siES)6.  •  ^  1118  °ffiClal  poeUlon'  «*  basically  res- 


t„i w,  T*rdv  °?e  iHepoctlon  of  the  Burma-Sinm  area  about  the  end 
°^J^n0f.th0  heginniug  of  August,  1943.  I  visited  Rangoon,  Bangkok 
and  a  portion  of  the  railroad  fron  the  Slam  end.  It  was  during  the  * 

thiI3ri!2II0?4<,a4vthe  WOrk  Waa  n0t  P^firessing  Bitiofactorilv.  *i  made 
!f?FS0ti0B  JecRUBe  1  h*4  heon  recoiving  reports  from  time  to 
e  which  showed  that  progress  of  the  work  wee  not  satisfactory 
The  reports  also  contained  information  that  the  physical  condition 
P5l80ae”  •*  working  on  the  railroad  lol  nLr,  a?d  EL? 

EL  /  Very  hteh*  1  hfd  *****  thlt  cholera  wae  epidemic 

and  that  caused  me  considerable  worry.  I  observed  the  Ir.brrers  rt 

omonp??  rai*rcad  Baw  “PU’V  C£>eea  of  dysentery  end  beri-beri 
amongst  them.  I  also  inepectod  the  feeding  of  the  prisonore  of  war, 
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end  it  was  net  satisfactory ,  the  euantity  anc'  duality  being  b^-low  the  re¬ 
paired  standard.  I  orally  reported  the  results  of  my  inmectien  to  *•’  •> 
Chief  of  Staff,  General  SUOIYAilA.  and  the  Vice  Chief  cf  S brff ,  L o.  Gii  1 

KATA,  in  Tokyo,  and  recommended  a  two  months*  extension  of  the  deadline 
for  the  completion  of  the  railroad.  The  original  plen  of  the  road  had 
oalled  for  completion  date  as  of  December,  1943,  and  during  March  1943, 
orders  v;ero  given  by  the  Chief  of  Staff  to  oomplete  the  roed  over  a  higher 
rs  ''.in,- ,  doing  away  with  cuts,  which  would  be  less  useful  but  which  would 
result  in  the  road  being  completed  by  August,  1943.  I  recommended,  after 
having  taken  this  trip,  that  a  two  months*  extension  to  October  be  granted. 
Upon  my  return  to  Tokyo,  I  reoommended  that  Major  General  ISHIDA,  Eiguma 
be  o  laced  in  charge  of  the  railway  construction  outfit,  as  I  considered 
that  he  know  railway  construction,  and  was  thoroughly  fpmiliar  with  the 
rear  echelon  function  of  supply. 

Many  deaths  of  prisoners  of  war  resulted  from  the  building  of  this 
road.  The  causes  were  epidemic  diseases  and  unfavorable  weather.  The 
construction  outfit  did  not  have  a  proper  commissary  service.  There  ware 
not  enough  trucks,  and  the  truck  roed  which  was  built  in  April  parallel 
to  the  railroad,  suffered  bridge  wash-outs  and  could  not  be  used  for  some 
time.  It  was  intended  to  be  used,  during  the  rainy  season,  but  this 
proved  to  be  difficult  and  prisoners  and  other  workers  had  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  time  as  a  result.  Because  there  woro  not  enough  trucks,  it  was 
thought  neooBsary  to  employ  moro  personnel,  and  because  more  personnel 
woro  employed,  the  food  situation  becamo  more  difficult.  I  recommended 
to  the-  Commander  cf  the  Southern  ^rmy  that  more  trucks  bo  used  and  fewer 


Sworn  to  end  subscribed  bofore  mo  at  Tokyo,  /s/  T .  WAKAMATSU _ 

Tadakazu  VAKAMATSU 

Japan  this  31st  day  af  October _ ,1946.  ' 

/s /  Eric  V.  Flelshor  2nd  Lt.  AU5HI _ 

Investigator  IFS 

CERTIFICATE 

I,  Eric  ff.  ■*'!*  ishor  .  hefeby  certify  that  I  am  fully  conversant 
with  the  Japanese  and.  English  langua.es  end  that  I  truly  and  correctly 
translated  from  English  into  Japanese  and  from  Japanese  into  -nglish  the 
oeth  administered  to  VAKAM.-.TSU,  Trdekozu,  the  npture  and  ourooso  of 
which  oath  was  fully  understood  by  the  said  affiant. 


SJ-JfJ. ‘ISLSs-  aPlfiflM 
Jnd  Lt .  AJSMI 
Investigator  IPS 
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